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Creative Writing Workshop Agenda 

Organized by CORPluS Foundation 
In partnership with Bulgarian American Society 

Sofia, 25–27 November, 2016 

Friday, 25 November 2016 
13:00 – 14:00 Check-in 
14:00 – 14:15 Introductions CORPluS 
14:15 – 15:30 Getting Started – Icebreakers and Fun 

Activities 
Sophia Kleinsasser 

15:30 – 15:45 Break 
15:45 – 17:00 Putting Ourselves in Students’ Shoes Sophia Kleinsasser 

Saturday, 26 November, 2016
9:00 – 10:30 Bulgarian Creative Writing Competition 

Evaluating students’ Writing 
CORPluS 
Sophia Kleinsasser 

10:30 – 10:45 Break 

10:45 – 11:45 Building a World with Question Words Hannah Combe 

11:45– 12:00 Break 
12:00 – 13:00 Building a Character/ Constructive Feedback Hannah Combe 
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 
14:00– 15:00 Using Narrative in Essay Writing Dena Popova 
15:00– 15:15 Break 
15:15 – 16:00 Writing with Creative Details – from Abstract 

to Concrete 
Sunny Stimmler 

16:00 – 16:15 Break 
16:15 – 17:15 Exploring Poetry Sunny Stimmler 

Sunday, 27 November, 2016
9:00 – 10:30 Sharing Resources / Reflection Time Sophia 
10:30 – 11:00 Wrap up/ Evaluations CORPluS 

11:00 Check out 
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ICEBREAKERS AND ENERGIZERS 

1. Name BINGO
Materials: a grid with 5x5 squares, one per student; students’ names written on strips
of paper, placed into a hat or bowl; prizes (optional)

Explain the rules of BINGO to students if they are unfamiliar with them. When 
playing the game, if a player crosses out five squares in their grid in a row (whether 
horizontally, vertically or diagonally) they can shout, “BINGO!”  

Distribute the templates, or ask students to prepare their own grids. Then ask 
students to walk around the room collecting the names of their classmates. They 
should try to fill up their BINGO board with names (which cannot be repeated).  

At the end of a time limit, ask students to take their seats and the game begins. 
Pass around the bowl or hat and ask each player to read out a name. Everyone marks 
that name on their boards with an ‘X.’ Prizes can be awarded to players as they win. 

Variation: prepare an information-gap BINGO board in advance, filling in the spaces 
with habits/hobbies/interesting experiences (i.e., “hates chocolate,” “likes 
waterskiing,” “has travelled to China,” etc.). Students have to mingle and ask their 
classmates yes or no questions to fill in the gaps. If they find someone who answers 
‘yes’ to their question, they can write that student’s name in the space. Winners will 
fill in enough names to complete a row, column or diagonal line.  

2. Speed Dating
Materials: interview questions, prepared in advance on flipchart paper, printed out or
projected or written onto board

Make up a series of interesting questions for students to ask one another. 
Rearrange the chairs so that you have two rows facing each other. All students should 
sit facing a partner (if there is an uneven number of students, a group of three can be 
formed at the end).  

Show students the first interview question and tell them that they will have 90 
seconds to discuss it with their partner. If you prefer, you can give stricter time limits 
and decide which line of students gets to speak first.  

After the time limit is up, all students from one row move one chair to their 
right (the person at the end of the line goes back up to the beginning).  The other row 
remains seated for the entire activity. When you have a group of three, the moving row 
should move two seats to the right at the end of each round.  

3. Speed Writing
Materials: writing prompts, prepared in advance on flipchart paper, printed out or
projected or written onto board

Students will practice writing for a short period of time. The important thing is 
that they will not stop writing during the activity. Share the prompt (use a picture, if 
you prefer!) with students and instruct them that they will have 5-10 minutes (you 
decide how long) to respond to it in their notebooks.  
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It is important for students to know that they will not be required to read their 
responses aloud if they do not want to; as a follow-up activity, they could select a few 
sentences they liked and share these with a small group.  

This task is more like a journaling exercise and the whole point is to get them 
comfortable with writing spontaneously. It is highly effective if practiced regularly 
during class time (ideally, at least three times per week). Students could even keep a 
separate journal for this purpose.  

4. Two Truths and a Lie
Materials: none

Demonstrate this activity first with your own example. Tell students three 
things about yourself. One of them should be false, while the other two are real.  

Ask students to guess which one of the three things you said is the lie; you can 
have them give reasons for their answers or ask additional questions before they make 
a decision. A simple class vote is a simple way to check.  

Tell them what the lie was and then ask them to come up with their own three 
‘facts’ about themselves to share with the class. Encourage them to think of them in 
advance to avoid being overly obvious. Each student can share their facts with the 
class. Repeat the same procedure as with your own example. 

Be sure to keep the activity quick in pace!  

5. At a Bus Stop
Materials: emotions word cards, cut up and placed into a bag or hat

Ask a volunteer to help demonstrate the activity first. You will each draw one 
card from the bag or hat. Do not show each other what the word is. Pretend that you 
are both waiting for at a bus stop (two chairs pushed next to each other at the front of 
the room are sufficient to set the scene).  

Each ‘actor’ should demonstrate their emotion through a simple dialogue 
between two passengers waiting at the bus stop. If you prefer, you can prepare a 
dialogue in advance for students to read. In that case, ask them to focus on the 
intonation of key words to make their emotions clear.  

After around two minutes per pair, ask the class to guess which emotions were 
being acted out.  

6. Exquisite Corpse
Materials: none (optional- a story starter projected or written onto the board)

Place students into groups of four or eight. Ask each student to take out one 
sheet of paper and fold it, “hamburger style,” from the top-down into sections (in 
groups of four, the paper will be folded three times into four sections; in groups of 8, it 
will be folded seven times into eight sections).  

Either give students a sentence starter to copy into the first section or ask them 
to come up with their own story starter and write it down in the top section of the 
page. They should fold that section behind the paper so that it’s hidden and begin the 
first couple of words to the next sentence in the next blank section. They should then 
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pass the paper, with the new sentence starter showing, to the person on their right. 
Continue this way until each member of the group receives their original sheet of 
paper.  

Ask students to read aloud the shared stories within their groups at the end of 
the activity. Then groups could nominate one or two stories to be read to the entire 
class.  

7. All about Me!
Materials: 9-10 answers to personal questions, prepared in advance and written or
projected onto board

Write up the answers to your personal questions on the board, or display them, 
in a grid format. Example: 

15 dogs yes no once 

Chinese French Toyota  4 Sofia 

Elicit questions from your students (‘Yes’ or ‘No’ questions only) which could 
match the answers you have provided. For example, “Where do you live?” could be 
answered with “in Sofia.” Cross out answers as students guess them. 

As an extension, you could ask students to prepare their own answers for their 
classmates to guess. This can be wonderful grammar reinforcement for question 
forms.  

8. Scrambled Sentences
Materials: three small bags or bowls

Ask students to tear out three small scraps of paper. On one scrap, they should 
write a noun (usually a person, but could be an object or animal). On the next, they 
should write an active verb (for example, ‘run,’ ‘lose’ or ‘try’). On the third, they 
should write the name of a place (for example, ‘the supermarket,’ ‘school’ or ‘a heavy 
metal concert’).  

Collect the scraps separately in the three bowls and place them on your desk. 
Now, either read out the scrambled sentences yourself, by choosing one word 

from each bowl, or ask students to come to the front and read sentences (for example: 
“Johnny Depp ran through the heavy metal concert”). You can choose to add more 
words here, or even give students fill-in-the-blanks sentences and use one word from 
each bowl to complete the sentences.  

These could be used to create dialogues to act out for the class, or create new 
story starters for groups to work on.  



6 
 
 

 

Speed-Dating Questions: 

 

Where did you get your name? What does it mean? 

 

Talk about a book you’ve read recently. 

 

What is your favorite season and why? 

 

What is your favorite place at home? 

 

What’s special about your hometown? 

 

Talk about a relaxing vacation you’ve had. 

 

Where in the world would you like to get lost? 

 

Can cellphones be educational tools? 

 

To what piece of technology would you write a ‘love letter’? 

 

Do you enjoy writing? Why or why not? 
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afraid изплашен

angry ядосан

annoyed раздразен

arrogant арогантен

bored отегчен

confident уверен

confused объркан

depressed депресиран

disappointed разoчaрован 

disgusted отвратен

embarrassed смутен 

excited развълнуван

exhausted изтощен

guilty виновен

happy щастлив

heartbroken с разбито сърце

impatient нетърпелив

jealous завистлив

lonely самотен

in love влюбен

mischievous пакостлив 

nervous нервен

relaxed спокоен

rude груб

shy срамежлив

surprised изненадан

suspicious подозрителен 

upset разстроен

worried притеснен
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Evaluating students’ 
writing

Sophia Kleinsasser

CORPluS Creative Writing Workshop

November 26, 2016

What is good writing like?

“Almost all good writing 
begins with terrible first 
efforts. You need to start 
somewhere.” 

Anne 
Lamott

Academic vs. Creative writing

 Related facts
 Truth
 Argument
 Opinion
 Evidence
 Strict format
 Logic

 Invention
 Imagination
 Characters
 Setting
 Details
 Imagery
 Experimentation

BCWC Judging Criteria

20% Structure
20% Language Use
10% Adherence to

Topic

40% Creativity
10% ‘Wow’ Factor
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‘Left Brain’ Criteria

Structure

 Organization should be logical, might follow a pattern

 A traditional format may have a beginning, middle, 

end

 More unusual structures could be used (with a 

purpose)

 Effort made to break up long prose into shorter pieces

Structure In the morning the world 
didn’t seem any different. 
Richard was sure it had 
all been a dream. That’s 
why his eyes widened with 
shock and terror when he 
saw the massive book lying 
on his desk.

Slavena S., Stara Zagora

Structure So there’s a call for the others –
The ones I called ‘they’:

Let him teach you and save you
From the ‘promised land’.

’Cause the land isn’t promised
To you, anyway…

Don’t believe the others who tell 
you it’s late.

You can wake up, the power’s in you
Just be brave

And MAKE your utopia come true.

Vyara T., Plovdiv

Language use

 Grammar, punctuation and word choice are less 

important than overall comprehension

 Still, students should try to make their message as 

clear as possible through good writing

 Devices such as metaphor, simile, figurative language, 

and imagery can be used to achieve this 

Imagery He was nothing more than 
average: just about twenty 
centimeters short, five 
pounds, six-legged and 
seriously short-sighted. 
He could barely see 
objects that were only 50 
kilometers away!

Nora N., Kubrat
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Metaphor
Fear is my dearest friend 
at night.

Loneliness is my heart’s 
bandage.

Stanislava S., Petrich

Adherence to topic

 Creative writers can show off their talents with a 

unique perspective or very different approach to the 

prompt

 It should remain somewhat obvious to the reader how 

the piece is related to the actual topic

 Something without a logical connection may seem too 

Topic
I’m going out to see the 
world 
but are you coming too?
And don’t you try to 
change my mind
I won’t be changing you.

Maria I., Sofia

‘Right Brain’ Criteria

Creativity 1

 This is a broad category, but it is the core of the 

criteria

 ‘Thinking outside the box’ is awarded here

 An innovative approach helps—ask students to think 

about whether anyone else could have written that

 It is important to avoid clichés, which show a lack of 

Creativity
The message was from a 
blocked number… 
‘Let the magic begin.’
In the morning… I thought 
I was dreaming because my 
home has a case with tiger 
prints, my sheets, my 
walls, my furniture and my 
house also had [a] tiger 
prints.

Lilian T., Yambol
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Creativity
Immediately, a powerful 
gust of wind raised me in 
the sky. I couldn’t see 
anything but a swirling 
cocoon of black air. 
Leaves were hitting me in 
the face. I was spinning 
at a thousand kilometers 
per hour. It was awesome. 

Hristo B., Plovdiv

Creativity 2

 A good piece will immerse the reader and make him or 

her engage with the story (“Make me care”)

 Description should be full of rich details that help 

‘paint a picture’ for the reader

 An attention-grabbing piece might begin with a catchy 

title or an action-packed opening scene

Creativity It was a rather pleasant 
day. Birds were singing, 
flowers were blooming and 
I was cleaning the 
elephant’s ‘results’ of 
the huge dinner he had 
last night.

Yoana D., Plovdiv

Creativity
But there were days when he 
felt like a million dollars, 
He had enough energy to go 
round a whole field of 
flowers. 
His self-esteem would 
skyrocket, 
Even though the next day 
would probably drop it. But 
he felt as if he had 
superpowers.

Yoana D., Plovdiv

The ‘WOW!’ factor

 This part is the hardest to quantify, as it relies on the 

‘gut instinct’ of the reader or judge

 To achieve a high score in this area, students should 

focus on bringing out something truly unique and awe-

inspiring in their writing. In other words, the reader 

should say “WOW!” 
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‘WOW!’ factor The pen is mightier 
than the sword

The weapons hurt and 
leave wounds sore

But the hurt the words 
can do

Cannot be measured, is 
never seen

But it’s still true

Maria A., Pazardzhik

‘WOW!’ factor I'm sorry that we'll never 
get it together. I'm sorry 
money has become our main 
unit for measuring the 
price of all that's 
precious… I'm sorry I was 
born a thinker in an 
unthinking world.

Anton D., Burgas



‘Right-Brain Criteria’ 

Creativity (40 points out of 100) 

The goal of this category is to reward students who display the ability to think “outside the 
box”—that is, those who provide something other than formulaic answers, and who can do so in 
a novel or unusual way. Here are the criteria to consider: 

• (10 points) Does this piece approach the question in an innovative way? Is the piece free
of everyday clichés? Yes/No

• (10 points) Does this piece address the topic in a way that makes the reader think? Does it
address the question in a unique way, creating new ideas and concepts, rather than using
ones we already have? Yes/No

• (10 points) Does this piece use vivid details to create clear imagery of what the author is
describing? Yes/No

• (10 points) Does this piece grab the reader’s attention and keep him or her engaged?
Yes/No

 “Wow!” factor (10 points out of 100) 

This portion is where points are awarded for exceptional creative writing pieces—those that 
display an incredible use of vocabulary, clever ideas or approaches to the topic, mature style, 
advanced English for the writer’s grade level, and so on. This 10% is to be awarded only to 
pieces that truly impress the readers, and these entries should likely make it to the second reading 
session. 

• (10 points) Does this piece “wow” the reader for one reason or another? Yes/No



‘Left-Brain Criteria’ 

Structure (20 points out of 100) 

The way any piece of writing is organized helps make it more easily understood and appreciated. 
Creative works that are, for example, just one long paragraph with no visual breaks are both hard 
on the eyes and display a lack of maturity in composition. However, exceptions may be made for 
younger students, such as those in 6th and 7th grade. That being said, we encourage students to 
experiment with inventive ways of structuring their writing, as long as some kind of structure is 
evident. 

• (10 points) Is this piece organized in a comprehensible way? Yes/No
• (10 points) Does the structure make sense, or fit, with the piece’s content? If the piece

adheres to a traditional format, is there a clear beginning, middle, and end or introduction,
body, and conclusion? If not, is there a valid reason for an unusual structure, such as
cutting the work short or leaving questions unanswered? Yes/No

Language Use (20 points out of 100) 

Language use involves grammar, punctuation, vocabulary, and spelling. All of these elements are 
important and should not go unrewarded. However, because the goal of this competition is to 
encourage creative thinking, as long as the language is understandable and does not hinder a 
reader’s comprehension, this 10% should be awarded.  

The use of literary devices, such as vivid description and imagery, metaphors, similes, and 
figurative speech, can be awarded points here, as well. 

• (10 points) Is the language use of this piece correct enough that it is easy to understand?
Yes/No

• (10 points) Does this piece effectively deploy literary devices? Yes/No

Adherence to Topic (10 points out of 100) 

Sometimes creative writing pieces are cleverly written, but they actually have little to do with the 
given topic. While creative writing pieces should be able to find many unusual ways to answer a 
question (questions can be answered as stories, poems, essays, and so on), they should still, in 
some way, obviously respond to the chosen topic. 

• (10 points) Does this piece, in one way or another, address the topic at hand? Yes/No



Rubric Criteria Checklists 

Checklist A: Creativity and “wow” factor Circle one: Essay 1 / Essay 2 

Criteria Question Point Value 

Is the piece innovative and free of everyday clichés? /10 

Does this piece make the reader think? /5 

Does it address the question in a unique way, creating 

new ideas and concepts? /5 

Does this piece use vivid details to create clear imagery? /10 

Does this piece grab the reader’s attention and keep him 

or her engaged? 

/10 

Does this piece “wow” the reader for one reason or 

another? 

/10 

Total:       /50 

Checklist B: Structure, language use and adherence to topic Circle one: Essay 1 / Essay 2 

Criteria Question Point Value 

Is this piece organized in a comprehensible way? /10 

Does the structure fit with the piece’s content? /10 

Is the language use of this piece correct enough that it is 

easy to understand? 

/10 

Does this piece effectively deploy literary devices — 
metaphor, imagery, figurative language? 

/10 

Does this piece address the topic at hand? /10 

Total:       /50 
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Building a World

Hannah Combe

Fulbright English Teaching Assistant,

Pravets

Creative Thinking: Unusual Ideas

● Three Bags/Piles Activity

● “The __________ ___________through the streets
of __________, shouting, “Stop! Stop! You must
stop!”

● 1___________ (noun)

● 2___________ (intransitive verb in past tense)

● 3___________ (your favorite food+shire)

Other Activities to Prompt Unusual 
Ideas

● Story Chain- this can be verbal or written depending
on the dynamics and levels of language skill in your
class. “Once upon a time in...”

● Draw a world: have students choose their favorite
book or movie and ask them to draw the world, then
present their drawing to the class. Example: This is
Hogwarts. It is a wizard school in the “Harry Potter”
books. Here is the castle, here is the Quidditch
pitch...”

10 Minutes for Discussion

● What interested you in the video?

● What do writers build in their worlds?

● What is a question or method the author uses to
build worlds?

● What is one useful idea from the video for you?

How to Build a Fictional World 
by Kate Messner

● Ted Ed is a useful website to find videos that can
inspire you and your students as you work on creative
thinking and writing

● http://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-to-build-a-fictional-
world-kate-messner
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Question Words: 10 minutes

● Where- ? Group 1

● When- ? Group 2

● What- ? Group 3

● Who- ? Group 4

● Why- ? Group 5

● How- ? Group 6

Building a Character
For Our World

Question Words: 10 minutes

● Where- ? Group 1

● When- ? Group 2

● What- ? Group 3

● Who- ? Group 4

● Why- ? Group 5

● How- ? Group 6

Character Profiles

● Based on the world we've built, expand on the
question word exercise with more structure

● Handout #1: Building a Character

● Handout #2: Character Profile Worksheet (Upper
Levels)

Put your character in your world!

● List of 10 likes and dislikes

● Make a daily schedule of your character for a week of
her/his/its life

● Make a family tree of your character and present to
the class

● Begin writing: based on the student's world and
character so far, prompt them with a story starter

Story Starters

● “Once upon a  time...” (open-ended)

● “__________ woke up late that morning, and knew it
would be a bad/great day.”

● “'I hope this goes well,' ___________ thought as
she/he/it opened the door.”

● You create one! Take 2 minutes
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Peer Feedback and Constructive 
Criticism

●Two things you liked, two
things you suggest

Thank you for your 
attention!



Character Profile Worksheet 
(Upper levels) 

Name: 
Age: 
Nationality: 
Socioeconomic Level as a child: 
Socioeconomic Level as an adult: 
Hometown: 
Current Residence: 
Occupation: 
Income: 
Talents/Skills: 
Salary: 
Birth order: 
Siblings (describe relationship): 
Spouse (describe relationship): 
Children (describe relationship): 
Grandparents (describe relationship): 
Grandchildren (describe relationship): 
Significant Others (describe relationship): 
Relationship skills: 

Intellectual/Mental/Personality Attributes and Attitudes 

Educational Background: 
Intelligence Level: 
Any Mental Illnesses? 
Learning Experiences: 
Character's short-term goals in life: 
Character's long-term goals in life: 
How does Character see himself/herself? 
How does Character believe he/she is perceived by others? 
How self-confident is the character? 
Does the character seem ruled by emotion or logic or some combination thereof? 
What would most embarrass this character? 

Emotional Characteristics 

Strengths/Weaknesses: 
Introvert or Extrovert? 
How does the character deal with anger? 
With sadness? 
With conflict? 
With change? 



With loss? 
What does the character want out of life? 
What would the character like to change in his/her life? 
What motivates this character? 
What frightens this character? 
What makes this character happy? 
Is the character judgmental of others? 
Is the character generous or stingy? 
Is the character generally polite or rude? 
 
Spiritual Characteristics 
 
Does the character believe in God? 
What are the character's spiritual beliefs? 
Is religion or spirituality a part of this character's life? 
If so, what role does it play? 
 
How the Character is Involved in the Story  
 
Character's role in the novel (main character? hero? heroine? Romantic interest? etc.): 
Scene where character first appears: 
Relationships with other characters: 
 
1. Character's Name: -- (Describe relationship with this character and changes to relation-
ship over the course of the novel). 
2. Character's Name: -- (Describe relationship with this character and changes to relation-
ship over the course of the novel). 
3. Character's Name: -- (Describe relationship with this character and changes to relation-
ship over the course of the novel). 
4. Character's Name: -- (Describe relationship with this character and changes to relation-
ship over the course of the novel). 
 
Additional Notes on This Character: 
 
 
 
How to Create a Character Profile 
by The Lazy Scholar 
The Internet Writing Journal, June 1998  
Category: Fiction Writing 
http://www.writerswrite.com/journal/jun98/how-to-create-a-character-profile-6986 

http://www.writerswrite.com/journal/jun98/how-to-create-a-character-profile-6986
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“All happy families are alike; each unhappy 
family is unhappy in its own way.”

― Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina 

“All good writing is alike; all bad writing is 
bad in its own way.”

―Sunny Stimmler

Abstract v. Concrete

Concrete:

• Spoon
• Table
• Velvet eye patch
• 102° F/39°C
• Rain
• Wool

Abstract:

• Love
• Freedom
• Happiness
• Hot
• Joy
• Sadness

Abstract:

To excel in college, you’ll have to work hard.

Concrete:

To excel in college, you’ll need to go to every 
class; do all your reading before you go; write 
several drafts of each paper; and review your 
notes for each class weekly. 
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General v. Specific

Specific:

Kelly enjoyed 
Professor Smith’s 
8:00 a.m. European 
literature class. 

General:

The student 
enjoyed the class.

Ladder of Abstraction

8. food 

7. junk food 

6. dessert

5. ice cream 

4. premium ice cream 

3. Ben and Jerry’s ice cream 

2. Ben and Jerry’s Chunky Monkey ice cream 

1. a double‐scoop waffle cone of Ben and

Jerry’s Chunky Monkey ice cream 
http://www.isu.edu/success/writing/handouts/concrete.pdf

Ex: Junk Food Dessert Ice Cream Vanilla

 Students

 Nature

 Cars

 Sports

 Work

 Healthy

 Pretty 

 Boring

http://www.isu.edu/success/writing/handouts/concrete.pdf

Use concrete details to describe this scene. What does it sound 
like? What does it smell like? What are the people feeling?
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Use concrete details to describe this place. What does it look like? 
What does it sound like? What does it smell like? What does it feel 
like to be there?

Choose a color. Write a paragraph 
that starts with that color. Suggest 
that color in as many ways as 
possible, without using the name of 
the color more than once.

The world had turned grey. Nothing but 
mud and asphalt surrounded the unpainted 
house, little more than a box made of 
concrete blocks. Charlie, dressed in faded 
work pants, rubber boots, and a thick wool 
sweater, steadied himself with a hand on 
the top rail of a weathered cedar fence. 
Behind him, nothing but ash‐colored sky, 
bare trees, and plumes of smoke belching 
from the factory in the distance. A lone 
sparrow rested on a branch, one beady eye 
watching. 
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Choose a color. Write a paragraph 
that starts with that color. Suggest 
that color in as many ways as 
possible, without using the name of 
the color more than once.

Green: Specific Things that 
Are Green

 Watermelon

 Frogs

 Clovers

 Limes

 Green apples
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The Red Wheelbarrow
by William Carlos Williams

so much depends
upon

a red wheel
barrow

glazed with rain
water

beside the white
chickens

William Carlos Williams

 Latino‐American poet associated with American Imagists 
and Modernists

 born in Rutherford, New Jersey in 1883

 he began writing poetry in school

 became a doctor and delivered over 2000 babies in the 
Rutherford area between 1910 and 1952 

 published poetry between 1923 and his death  in 1963

 won the first National Book Award for Poetry, the Pulitzer 
Prize, and the Gold Medal for Poetry of the National 
Institute of Arts and Letters. 

Williams wrote that 

a poem “must be real, not ‘realism,’ 
but reality itself.”

“No ideas but in things.” 

The Red Wheelbarrow
by William Carlos Williams

so much depends
upon

a red wheel
barrow

glazed with rain
water

beside the white
chickens

wheelbarrow
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The Red Wheelbarrow
by William Carlos Williams

so much depends
upon

a red wheel
barrow

glazed with rain
water

beside the white
chickens

The Emerald Bullfrog
by Isabel Hausrath

so much depends
upon

the emerald bull
frog

dripping with pond
water

on the green lily
pad

http://poetry.arizona.edu/k12/lesson‐plan‐library/the‐red‐wheelbarrow24 March 2014

The Golden Apple Pie
by Remi Tuijl‐Goode

so much depends
upon

the golden apple
pie

singed from oven
fire

beside the hungry 
dog

http://poetry.arizona.edu/k12/lesson‐plan‐library/the‐red‐wheelbarrow24 March 2014
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The Cow Pie
by Avery Cronyn

so much depends
upon

the green cow
pie

smothered in lime
grass

between the proud 
bull’s legs.

http://poetry.arizona.edu/k12/lesson‐plan‐library/the‐red‐wheelbarrow24 March 2014 

The Kitchen Sink
Sunny Stimmler

so much depends
upon

the grimy kitchen 
sink

full of dirty
dishes

beside the open
book

1. a noun
2. an adjective
3. another adjective
4. a prepositional phrase

5. yet another prepositional phrase

The _______________ _______________
#2 #1

so much depends upon

a _______________
#2

_______________
#1

_______________
#3

_________________________________
#4 

_____________________________________________.

#5

Haiku

An old silent pond . . . 

A frog jumps into the pond,

The sound of water.

Basho, Matsuo
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Haiku

Farewell! Like a bee

reluctant to leave the deeps

of a peony.

Basho, Matsuo

What Is Haiku?

 Haiku is one of the most important forms 
of traditional Japanese poetry. 

 Haiku is, today, a 17‐syllable verse form. 

 Haiku consists of three metrical units of 
5, 7, and 5 syllables.

5‐7‐5 Syllables

An old si‐lent pond . . . 

A frog jumps in‐to the pond,

The sound of wa‐ter.

Furu ike ya

古池や
Kawazu tobi ‐ ko ‐ mu

蛙飛こむ
Mizu no     0  ‐ to

水のおと
Fu‐ru (old) i‐ke (pond) ya, ka‐wa‐zu (frog) to‐bi‐ko‐mu (jumping into) mi‐zu (water) 
no o‐to (sound)

How to Write a Haiku
 Haiku‐poems can describe almost anything.

 Usually a simple theme that everyone understands.

 Daily situations in a way that gives the reader a brand new 
experience of a well‐known situation.

 Each Haiku must contain a kigo, a season word, which 
indicates in which season the Haiku is set. For example, cherry 
blossoms indicate spring, snow indicate winter, and 
mosquitoes indicate summer, but the season word isn't 
always that obvious. 

 First line: 5 syllables

 Second line: 7 syllables

 Third line: 5 syllables

Haiku

Clouds appear
and bring to men a chance to rest
from looking at the moon.

Basho, Matsuo



30.11.2016 г.

5

Haiku

Temple bells die out.
The fragrant blossoms remain.
A perfect evening!

Basho, Matsuo

Haiku

Covered with the flowers,
Instantly I'd like to die
In this dream of ours!

Etsujin

Haiku

I kill an ant
and realize my three children
have been watching.

Kato, Shuson

Haiku

First autumn morning:
the mirror I stare into
shows my father's face.

Murakami, Kijo

Metaphor

 a word or phrase for one thing that is 
used to refer to another thing in order 
to show or suggest that they are similar

Examples

 “He was drowning in paperwork.”

 “I had fallen through a trapdoor of 
depression.”
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Belief is a doorway

Opening, closing

Always thinking

You have the truth

But not really knowing

Sleep is a stone

Choose one:

 Fear is cold water

 Parents are blankets

 Amazement is a mirror

 Jealousy is a razor

 Anger is a palace

Morning is a bridge

 People are windows

Loud Tears
by Jide Badmus

Tears
are not loud
enough to 
express
hurt,
not thick 
enough to paint
a clear
picture of pain.

Smiles
are so silent
you strain to hear 
happiness
screaming
from deep within,
so bright,
yet a dull imitation
of joy.

http://www.poetrysoup.com/poem/loud_tears_99390

Tears
are not loud
enough to express
hurt,
not thick 
enough to paint
a clear
picture of pain.

Smiles
are so silent
you strain to hear happiness
screaming
from deep within,
so bright,
yet a dull imitation
of joy.

_________ 
are not ___________ 
enough to ___________
_______________,
not _____________
enough to ____________
_______________.

_________
are so _____________
you __________ to __________
____________,
so ____________
yet ___________
______________.
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SHARING RESOURCES

SOPHIA KLEINSASSER
CORPLUS CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP

NOVEMBER 27, 2016

PLAN: TOOLS FOR TEACHERS

Text Inspector Corpus of Contemporary American English

Writing Prompt Generator

READ: STORIES TO SHARE

• The Exquisite Corpse Adventure
• #BurtonStory
• American Stories

TEACH: LESSONS ON CREATIVE WRITING

Character Recipes
Writing Flash Fiction
(10 free lessons/articles per month)

Play Exquisite Corpse!
(free, subscription required)

A Dark and Stormy Night
(free!)

THINK: PICTURE PROMPTS FOR WRITING

Winter Scenes

Narwhals

Secret Spaces

Collections

PLAY: WORD GAMES

“Guess What?” Card Game

Board Games

“Picture This” Card Game
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WATCH: TED-ED VIDEO LESSONS

“The Case Against Good and Bad”

“How to Write Descriptively”

COLLABORATE!

THANK YOU :-) 




